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Lesson 33: Paul's Upcoming VS|t 2 corinthians 12:14-13:14

2 Corinthians 12:14-21

12:14 Now | am ready to visit you for the
third time, and | will not be a burden to you,
because what | want is not your
possessions but you. After all, children
should not have to save up for their parents,
but parents for their children. 15 So | will
very gladly spend for you everything | have
and expend myself as well. If | love you
more, will you love me less? 16 Be that as it
may, | have not been a burden to you. Yet,
crafty fellow that | am, | caught you by
trickery! 17 Did | exploit you through any of
the men | sent you? 18 | urged Titus to go to
you and | sent our brother with him. Titus
did not exploit you, did he? Did we not act
in the same spirit and follow the same
course?

12:19 Have you been thinking all along that
we have been defending ourselves to you?
We have been speaking in the sight of God
as those in Christ; and everything we do,
dear friends, is for your strengthening. 20
For | am afraid that when | come | may not
find you as | want you to be, and you may
not find me as you want me to be. | fear that
there may be quarreling, jealousy, outbursts
of anger, factions, slander, gossip,
arrogance and disorder. 21 | am afraid that
when | come again my God will humble me
before you, and | will be grieved over many
who have sinned earlier and have not
repented of the impurity, sexual sin and
debauchery in which they have indulged.

2 Corinthians 13:1-14

13:1 This will be my third visit to you. “Every
matter must be established by the
testimony of two or three witnesses.” 2 |
already gave you a warning when | was
with you the second time. | now repeat it
while absent: On my return | will not spare
those who sinned earlier or any of the
others, 3 since you are demanding proof
that Christ is speaking through me. He is
not weak in dealing with you, but is powerful
among you. 4 For to be sure, he was
crucified in weakness, yet he lives by God’s
power. Likewise, we are weak in him, yet by
God's power we will live with him to serve
you.

13:5 Examine yourselves to see whether you
are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not
realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless,
of course, you fail the test? 6 And | trust that
you will discover that we have not failed the
test. 7 Now we pray to God that you will not
do anything wrong. Not that people will see
that we have stood the test but that you will
do what is right even though we may seem
to have failed. s For we cannot do anything
against the truth, but only for the truth. 9 We
are glad whenever we are weak but you are
strong; and our prayer is for your perfection.
10 This is why | write these things when |
am absent, that when | come | may not
have to be harsh in my use of authority—
the authority the Lord gave me for building
you up, not for tearing you down.

13:11 Finally, brothers, good-by. Aim for
perfection, listen to my appeal, be of one
mind, live in peace. And the God of love
and peace will be with you.

13:12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. 13
All the saints send their greetings.

1314 May the grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

My forewarning to you

A I'm coming to Corinth
2 Corinthians 12:14 Now | am ready to visit you for the third time,

A I'm coming without compensation

2 Corinthians 12:14 Now | am ready to visit you for the third time, and | will not be a burden to you, because what | want is
not your possessions but you. After all, children should not have to save up for their parents, but parents for their
children. 15 So | will very gladly spend for you everything | have and expend myself as well.

A I've come under criticism as "crafty" and crooked

2 Corinthians 12:15 If | love you more, will you love me less? 16 Be that as it may, | have not been a burden to you. Yet,
crafty fellow that | am, | caught you by trickery! 17 Did | exploit you through any of the men | sent you? 18 | urged Titus
to go to you and | sent our brother with him. Titus did not exploit you, did he? Did we not act in the same spirit and
follow the same course?

A I'm coming as a constructive Christian clergyman

2 Corinthians 12:19 Have you been thinking all along that we have been defending ourselves to you? We have been
speaking in the sight of God as those in Christ; and everything we do, dear friends, is for your strengthening.

A I'm coming with considerable consternation

V I'm afraid I will find severe strife among you

2 Corinthians 12:20 For | am afraid that when | come | may not find you as | want you to be, and you may not find me as
you want me to be. | fear that there may be quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, factions, slander, gossip,
arrogance and disorder.

V I'm afraid I will find sexual sin among you

2 Corinthians 12:21 | am afraid that when | come again my God will humble me before you, and | will be grieved over many
who have sinned earlier and have not repented of the impurity, sexual sin and debauchery in which they have indulged.

A I'm coming to conduct court there at Corinth

V I’ll gather witnesses

2 Corinthians 13:1 This will be my third visit to you. “Every matter must be established by the testimony of two or three
witnesses.”

V¥V I’'m giving warning
2 Corinthians 13:2 | already gave you a warning when | was with you the second time. | now repeat it while absent: On my
return | will not spare those who sinned earlier or any of the others, 3 since you are demanding proof that Christ is
speaking through me. He is not weak in dealing with you, but is powerful among you. 4 For to be sure, he was crucified
in weakness, yet he lives by God's power. Likewise, we are weak in him, yet by God’s power we will live with him to
serve you.

My faithfulness to you

A Examine your faith

2 Corinthians 13:5 Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ
Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test?

A Examine our faithfulness

2 Corinthians 13:6 And | trust that you will discover that we have not failed the test. 7 Now we pray to God that you will not
do anything wrong. Not that people will see that we have stood the test but that you will do what is right even though
we may seem to have failed. 8 For we cannot do anything against the truth, but only for the truth. 9 We are glad
whenever we are weak but you are strong; and our prayer is for your perfection.

A Embrace our forewarning

2 Corinthians 13:10 This is why | write these things when | am absent, that when | come | may not have to be harsh in my
use of authority—the authority the Lord gave me for building you up, not for tearing you down.

My farewell to you

A Goodbye to you

2 Corinthians 13:11 Finally, brothers, good-by. Aim for perfection, listen to my appeal, be of one mind, live in peace. And the
God of love and peace will be with you.

A Greetings to you
2 Corinthians 13:12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. 13 All the saints send their greetings.

A Grace to you

2 Corinthians 13:13 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.



2 Corinthians 12:14-21

12:14 Now | am ready to visit you for the third time, and | will not be a burden to you, because what | want is not your possessions but you. After all, children should not have to
save up for their parents, but parents for their children. 15 So | will very gladly spend for you everything | have and expend myself as well. If | love you more, will you love me
less? 16 Be that as it may, | have not been a burden to you. Yet, crafty fellow that | am, | caught you by trickery! 17 Did | exploit you through any of the men | sent you? 18 |
urged Titus to go to you and | sent our brother with him. Titus did not exploit you, did he? Did we not act in the same spirit and follow the same course?

12:19 Have you been thinking all along that we have been defending ourselves to you? We have been speaking in the sight of God as those in Christ; and everything we do,
dear friends, is for your strengthening. 20 For | am afraid that when | come | may not find you as | want you to be, and you may not find me as you want me to be. | fear that
there may be quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, factions, slander, gossip, arrogance and disorder. 21 | am afraid that when | come again my God will humble me before
you, and | will be grieved over many who have sinned earlier and have not repented of the impurity, sexual sin and debauchery in which they have indulged.

2 Corinthians 13:1-14

13:1 This will be my third visit to you. “Every matter must be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.” 2 | already gave you a warning when | was with you the
second time. | now repeat it while absent: On my return | will not spare those who sinned earlier or any of the others, 3 since you are demanding proof that Christ is speaking
through me. He is not weak in dealing with you, but is powerful among you. 4 For to be sure, he was crucified in weakness, yet he lives by God's power. Likewise, we are
weak in him, yet by God’s power we will live with him to serve you.

13:5 Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test? 6 And | trust
that you will discover that we have not failed the test. 7 Now we pray to God that you will not do anything wrong. Not that people will see that we have stood the test but that
you will do what is right even though we may seem to have failed. 8 For we cannot do anything against the truth, but only for the truth. 9 We are glad whenever we are weak
but you are strong; and our prayer is for your perfection. 10 This is why | write these things when | am absent, that when | come | may not have to be harsh in my use of
authority—the authority the Lord gave me for building you up, not for tearing you down.

13:11 Finally, brothers, good-by. Aim for perfection, listen to my appeal, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you.
13:12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. 13 All the saints send their greetings.

13:14 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Acts 20:1-6

Acts 20:1 When the uproar had ended [at Ephesus], Paul sent for the disciples and, after encouraging them, said good-by and set out for Macedonia. 2 He traveled
through that area, speaking many words of encouragement to the people, and finally arrived in Greece, 3 where he stayed three months. Because the Jews made a plot
against him just as he was about to sail for Syria, he decided to go back through Macedonia. 4 He was accompanied by Sopater son of Pyrrhus from Berea, Aristarchus
and Secundus from Thessalonica, Gaius from Derbe, Timothy also, and Tychicus and Trophimus from the province of Asia. 5 These men went on ahead and waited for
us at Troas. 6 But we sailed from Philippi after the Feast of Unleavened Bread, and five days later joined the others at Troas, where we stayed seven days.

"Now I am ready to visit you for the third time..."

2 Corinthians 12:14
Paul and the Corinthians

52-57AD ' CYRENAICA

» First visit 50-52 AD the founding visit Acts 18:1-18
P First letter 52-55 AD the previous letter* 1 Corinthians 5:9-11 (written from Ephesus, 1 Corinthians 16:8)
» Second letter 52-55 AD 1 Corinthians* 1 Corinthians 1:1 (written from Ephesus)
» Second visit  52-55AD the painful visit 2 Corinthians 2:1
P Third letter 52-55 AD the severe letter* 2 Corinthians 7:8 (written from Ephesus)
» Fourth letter  55-56 AD 2 Corinthians** 2 Corinthians 1:1 (written from Macedonia, 2 Corinthians 1:16; 2:13; 7:5)
» Third visit 57 AD the last visit 2 Corinthians 12:14; 2 Corinthians 13:1; Acts 20:2-3
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