
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

God’s people and their stubborn resistance 
▲Note the spiritual status of the unbelieving Israelites 

Romans 10:1 Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved. 
▲Note the stubbornness of the unbelieving Israelites 
 ▼They are really religious 

Romans 10:2 For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge. 
 ▼They are resistant to real righteousness 

Romans 10:3 Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not 
submit to God’s righteousness. 4 Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes. 

God’s plan of salvation reexplained 
▲Righteousness can’t come by the Jewish law 
 ▼Christ is the end of the law 

Romans 10:4 Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes. 
 ▼Christ is the emancipation from the law 

Romans 10:5 Moses describes in this way the righteousness that is by the law: “The man who does these things will live by 
them.” 6 But the righteousness that is by faith 

▲Righteousness comes by the Lord Jesus 
 ▼The gospel is not distant and difficult 

Romans 10:6 But the righteousness that is by faith says: “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’’” (that is, to 
bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the deep?’’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 

 ▼The gospel is now close and clear 
Romans 10:8 But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the word of faith we 
are proclaiming: 9 That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from 
the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you 
confess and are saved. 

Deuteronomy 30:11 Now what I am commanding you today is not too difficult for you or beyond your reach. 12 It is not up in heaven, 
so that you have to ask, “Who will ascend into heaven to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?” 13 Nor is it beyond the 
sea, so that you have to ask, “Who will cross the sea to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?” 14 No, the word is very 
near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so you may obey it. 15 See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and 
destruction. 16 For I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his commands, decrees 
and laws; then you will live and increase, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land you are entering to possess.  

 ►Note the proximity of the gospel –– near you 
 ►Note the prescription in the gospel –– confess with your mouth ––  believe in your heart 
 ►Note the power of the gospel –– you will be saved 

 ▼The gospel is now everywhere for everyone 
Romans 10:11 As the Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” 12 For there is no difference 
between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13 for, “Everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

God’s preachers and their success rate 
▲Going with the gospel 
 ▼Preaching is necessary 

Romans 10:14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom 
they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 

 ▼Preachers are necessary 
Romans 10:15 And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring 
good news!” 

▲Rejected by religious rebels  
 ▼They were hardhearted and contrary 

Romans 10:16 But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our message?” 
 ▼Though they were hearing and comprehending 

Romans 10:17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ. 18 
But I ask: Did they not hear? Of course they did: “Their voice has gone out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the 
world.” 19 Again I ask: Did Israel not understand? First, Moses says, “I will make you envious by those who are not a nation; 
I will make you angry by a nation that has no understanding.” 

▲Welcomed by the world  
 ▼The Gentiles believed the good news 

Romans 10:20 And Isaiah boldly says, “I was found by those who did not seek me; I revealed myself to those who did not ask 
for me.” 

 ▼The Jews balked at the good news 
Romans 10:21 But concerning Israel he says, “All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and obstinate people.” 

▲Israel is invited 
Romans 11:1 I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an Israelite myself, a descendant of Abraham, from the 
tribe of Benjamin. 2 God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew.
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 Lesson 13:  Israel and the Gentiles, Part 2 Romans 10:1-21

Romans 10:1-21 
10:1 Brothers, my heart’s desire and 
prayer to God for the Israelites is that 
they may be saved. 2 For I can testify 
about them that they are zealous for 
God, but their zeal is not based on 
knowledge. 3 Since they did not 
know the righteousness that comes 
from God and sought to establish 
their own, they did not submit to 
God’s righteousness. 4 Christ is the 
end of the law so that there may be 
righteousness for everyone who 
believes. 

10:5 Moses describes in this way the 
righteousness that is by the law: 
“The man who does these things will 
live by them.” 6 But the 
righteousness that is by faith says: 
“Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will 
ascend into heaven?’’” (that is, to 
bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will 
descend into the deep?’’” (that is, to 
bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But 
what does it say? “The word is near 
you; it is in your mouth and in your 
heart,” that is, the word of faith we 
are proclaiming: 9 That if you confess 
with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and 
believe in your heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will be saved. 
10 For it is with your heart that you 
believe and are justified, and it is 
with your mouth that you confess 
and are saved. 11 As the Scripture 
says, “Anyone who trusts in him will 
never be put to shame.” 12 For there 
is no difference between Jew and 
Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all 
and richly blesses all who call on 
him, 13 for, “Everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
[Leviticus 18:5; Deuteronomy 9:4; Deuteronomy 
30:11-14; Isaiah 28:16; Joel 2:32] 

10:14 How, then, can they call on the 
one they have not believed in? And 
how can they believe in the one of 
whom they have not heard? And how 
can they hear without someone 
preaching to them? 15 And how can 
they preach unless they are sent? As 
it is written, “How beautiful are the 
feet of those who bring good news!” 
[Isaiah 52:7] 

10:16 But not all the Israelites 
accepted the good news. For Isaiah 
says, “Lord, who has believed our 
message?” 17 Consequently, faith 
comes from hearing the message, 
and the message is heard through 
the word of Christ. 18 But I ask: Did 
they not hear? Of course they did: 
“Their voice has gone out into all the 
earth, their words to the ends of the 
world.” [Isaiah 53:1; Psalm 19:4] 

19 Again I ask: Did Israel not 
understand? First, Moses says, “I will 
make you envious by those who are 
not a nation; I will make you angry by 
a nation that has no understanding.” 
[Deuteronomy 32:21] 
20 And Isaiah boldly says, “I was 
found by those who did not seek me; 
I revealed myself to those who did 
not ask for me.” 21 But concerning 
Israel he says, “All day long I have 
held out my hands to a disobedient 
and obstinate people.” [Isaiah 65:1-2]


