
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Practice deference, Christians! 
▲Consider the establishment of governments 
 ▼God established governments 

Romans 13:1 Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has 
established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 

 ▼God employs governments 
Romans 13:2 Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will 
bring judgment on themselves. 

►Note #1: Paul urged prayer and thanksgiving for governmental authorities. 
1 Timothy 2:1 I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone— 2 for kings and 
all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases God our 
Savior, 4 who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 
►Note #2: Paul commanded subjection to governmental authorities. 

Titus 3:1 Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good, 2 to 
slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and to show true humility toward all men. 
►Note #3: Peter commanded submission to governmental authorities. 

1 Peter 2:12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds 
and glorify God on the day he visits us. 13 Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every authority instituted among men: 
whether to the king, as the supreme authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to 
commend those who do right. 15 For it is God's will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men. 
►Note #4: Not all governors and governments are good; some are wicked, causing the people to groan  

Proverbs 29:2 When the righteous thrive, the people rejoice; when the wicked rule, the people groan. 
►Note #5: Almighty God reigns over all governments and rebukes them at his prerogative. 

Psalm 2:1 Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? 2 The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather 
together against the LORD and against his Anointed One. 3 "Let us break their chains," they say, "and throw off their fetters." 4 
The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them. 5 Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his 
wrath, saying, 6 "I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill." 
►Note #6: When faced with the choice, God's people must obey God rather than human governments.  

Daniel 6:10 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room where the windows 
opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had 
done before. 
Acts 5:27 Having brought the apostles, they made them appear before the Sanhedrin to be questioned by the high priest. 28 "We 
gave you strict orders not to teach in this name," he said. "Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined 
to make us guilty of this man's blood." 29 Peter and the other apostles replied: "We must obey God rather than men! 

▲Consider the enforcement by governments 
 ▼Government enforcement is intended to produce peace 

Romans 13:3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in 
authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. 4 For he is God's servant to do you good. 

 ▼Government enforcement is intended to provide punishment 
Romans 13:3 But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God's servant, an agent of wrath to bring 
punishment on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but 
also because of conscience. 

▲Consider the economics of governments 
 ▼Taxes support the system and servants 

Romans 13:6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God's servants, who give their full time to governing. 7 Give 
everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 

 ▼Taxes are sanctioned by the Savior 
Mark 12:17 Then Jesus said to them, "Give to Caesar what is Caesar's and to God what is God's." And they were amazed at him. 

Pay debts, Christians! 
▲Pay your contractual debts 

Romans 13:8 Let no debt remain outstanding, 
▲Pay your continuing debt 

Romans 13:8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has 
fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, "Do not commit adultery," "Do not murder," "Do not steal," "Do not covet," and whatever other 
commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: "Love your neighbor as yourself." 10 Love does no harm to its neighbor. 
Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 

Practice decency, Christians! 
▲Wake up in Jesus 

Romans 13:11 And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our 
salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. 

▲Wise up in Jesus 
Romans 13:12 So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not 
in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 

▲Wrap up in Jesus 
Romans 13:14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.
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 Lesson 16:  Christians in Society Romans 13:1-14
Romans 13:1 Everyone must 
submit himself to the 
governing authorities, for 
there is no authority except 
that which God has 
established. The authorities 
that exist have been 
established by God.  
2 Consequently, he who 
rebels against the authority is 
rebelling against what God 
has instituted, and those who 
do so will bring judgment on 
themselves. 3 For rulers hold 
no terror for those who do 
right, but for those who do 
wrong. Do you want to be 
free from fear of the one in 
authority? Then do what is 
right and he will commend 
you. 4 For he is God's 
servant to do you good. But if 
you do wrong, be afraid, for 
he does not bear the sword 
for nothing. He is God's 
servant, an agent of wrath to 
bring punishment on the 
wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is 
necessary to submit to the 
authorities, not only because 
of possible punishment but 
also because of conscience. 

6 This is also why you pay 
taxes, for the authorities are 
God's servants, who give 
their full time to governing.  
7 Give everyone what you 
owe him: If you owe taxes, 
pay taxes; if revenue, then 
revenue; if respect, then 
respect; if honor, then honor. 

8 Let no debt remain 
outstanding, except the 
continuing debt to love one 
another, for he who loves his 
fellowman has fulfilled the 
law. 9 The commandments, 
"Do not commit adultery," 
"Do not murder," "Do not 
steal," "Do not covet," and 
whatever other 
commandment there may be, 
are summed up in this one 
rule: "Love your neighbor as 
yourself."  
10 Love does no harm to its 
neighbor. Therefore love is 
the fulfillment of the law. 

11 And do this, understanding 
the present time. The hour 
has come for you to wake up 
from your slumber, because 
our salvation is nearer now 
than when we first believed. 
12 The night is nearly over; 
the day is almost here. So let 
us put aside the deeds of 
darkness and put on the 
armor of light. 13 Let us 
behave decently, as in the 
daytime, not in orgies and 
drunkenness, not in sexual 
immorality and debauchery, 
not in dissension and 
jealousy. 14 Rather, clothe 
yourselves with the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and do not 
think about how to gratify the 
desires of the sinful nature. 


