Ready or Not

re | Come!

il

Lesson 3. Christ's Kingdom Come to Earth

Revelation 19-20

At the end of the Great Tribulation on earth...
1. A wicked, wasted, warring world

V The planet ravaged
Revelation 15:1 | saw in heaven another great and marvelous sign: seven angels with the seven last plagues—last, because with them God's wrath is completed.

V The political powers ruined
Revelation 18:1 After this | saw another angel coming down from heaven. He had great authority, and the earth was illuminated by his splendor. 2 With a mighty voice he
shouted: "Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great!

V The people rebellious and reprobate and raging

Revelation 16:8 The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and the sun was given power to scorch people with fire. 9 They were seared by the intense heat and they
cursed the name of God, who had control over these plagues, but they refused to repent and glorify him.

2. A host of heavenly hallelujahs

V Heaven will celebrate Christ's righteous might
Revelation 19:1 After this | heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting: "Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 2 for true
and just are his judgments. He has condemned the great prostitute who corrupted the earth by her adulteries. He has avenged on her the blood of his servants." 3 And
again they shouted: "Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever." 4 The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God, who
was seated on the throne. And they cried: "Amen, Hallelujah!" 5 Then a voice came from the throne, saying: "Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, both
small and great!"

V Heaven will celebrate Christ's royal marriage
Revelation 19:6 Then | heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: "Hallelujah! For our Lord God
Almighty reigns. 7 Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready. 8 Fine linen, bright and
clean, was given her to wear." (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.) 9 Then the angel said to me, "Write: 'Blessed are those who are invited to the
wedding supper of the Lamb!" And he added, "These are the true words of God." 10 At this | fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, "Do not do it! | am a fellow
servant with you and with your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy."

3. A crowned and conquering Christ

V The Sovereign Christ
Revelation 19:11 | saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war. 12 His
eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. 13 He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood,
and his name is the Word of God. 14 The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 Out of his mouth
comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. "He will rule them with an iron scepter." He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 16
On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.
» many crowns — mighty names — fiery eyes — bloody robe — sharp sword — iron scepter

V The second coming
Revelation 19:11 | saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True.

V The saintly company
Revelation 17:14 They will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome them because he is Lord of lords and King of kings—and with him will be his called,
chosen and faithful followers.

V The supreme conquest
Revelation 19:17 And | saw an angel standing in the sun, who cried in a loud voice to all the birds flying in midair, "Come, gather together for the great supper of God, 18 so
that you may eat the flesh of kings, generals, and mighty men, of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, small and great." 19 Then | saw the
beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to make war against the rider on the horse and his army. 20 But the beast was captured, and with him
the false prophet who had performed the miraculous signs on his behalf. With these signs he had deluded those who had received the mark of the beast and worshiped
his image. The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. 21 The rest of them were killed with the sword that came out of the mouth of the rider on
the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves on their flesh. 20:1 And | saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a
great chain. 2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. 3 He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and
sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time.

» armies assembled — militaries massacred — beasts beaten — satan shackled

4. A royal and righteous reign

V The resounding proclamations
Revelation 11:15 The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, which said: “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord
and of his Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever.”

V The repeatedly revealed period
Revelation 20:2 ...a thousand years... 3 ...the thousand years... 4 ...a thousand years... 5 ...the thousand years... 6 ...a thousand years... 7 ...the thousand years...

V The realm of rest and righteousness and peace and plenty
Zechariah 9:10 He will proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.
Isaiah 11:1 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. — 5 Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist.
6 The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them. 7 The cow will feed
with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. & The infant will play near the hole of the cobra, and the young child put his hand
into the viper’s nest. 9 They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.

Isaiah 35:1 The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom.

V The redeemed and reigning priests
Revelation 5:9 And they sang a new song: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God
from every tribe and language and people and nation. 10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.”

V The remaining rebellion pulverized
Revelation 20:7 When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and
Magog—to gather them for battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore. 9 They marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of God's
people, the city he loves. But fire came down from heaven and devoured them. 10 And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the
beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.

V The rule and reign prevailing and permanent
Revelation 20:11 Then | saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them.

V The remarkable promise of the prophet
Isaiah 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and
upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.



Revelation 19:1-21

1 After this | heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting: "Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 2 for true and just are his
judgments. He has condemned the great prostitute who corrupted the earth by her adulteries. He has avenged on her the blood of his servants.” 3 And again they shouted:
"Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever." 4 The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God, who was seated on the
throne. And they cried: "Amen, Hallelujah!” 5 Then a voice came from the throne, saying: "Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, both small and great!"

6 Then | heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: "Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. 7 Let
us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready. 8 Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to
wear." (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.) 9 Then the angel said to me, "Write: 'Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!" And
he added, "These are the true words of God." 10 At this | fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, "Do not do it! | am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers
who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”

11 | saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like
blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. 13 He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is
the Word of God. 14 The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword
with which to strike down the nations. "He will rule them with an iron scepter." He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh
he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.

17 And | saw an angel standing in the sun, who cried in a loud voice to all the birds flying in midair, "Come, gather together for the great supper of God, 18 so that you may eat
the flesh of kings, generals, and mighty men, of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, small and great." 19 Then | saw the beast and the kings of
the earth and their armies gathered together to make war against the rider on the horse and his army. 20 But the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who had
performed the miraculous signs on his behalf. With these signs he had deluded those who had received the mark of the beast and worshiped his image. The two of them
were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. 21 The rest of them were killed with the sword that came out of the mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds
gorged themselves on their flesh.

Revelation 20:1-11

1And | saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. 2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the
devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. 3 He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until
the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time.

4 | saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And | saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for
Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life
and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 5 (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy
are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand
years.

7 When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and Magog—to
gather them for battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore. 9 They marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of God's people, the city
he loves. But fire came down from heaven and devoured them. 10 And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false
prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 11 Then | saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from
his presence, and there was no place for them.

Revelation 11:15

15 The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, which said: "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his
Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever."

Ready or Not

Lesson 1. The Rapture of the Church

The rapture, or the catching up of the Church out of this wicked world, may happen at any moment. No one knows the day or the
hour, and the rapture will take place “in a flash.” All true Christian believers, along with the bodies of all Christian believers who
have died, will rise to meet the Lord in the air. The disappearance of the Church from this world will mean the removal of the
restraining power of godliness.

Lesson 2. The Great Tribulation

The rapture will be followed on earth by seven years of great tribulation. This tribulation period will be marked by the rising of a
wicked world leader, the Antichrist. Great spiritual darkness and deception will cover the earth. God'’s wrath will poured out from
heaven upon the rebellious world that has rejected His grace and the lordship of His Son, Jesus. World war will erupt. Raging
against God, the nations and their armies will curse God and “make war"” against Him. Christ will come from heaven in his second
coming and crush the wicked kingdoms of this world.
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