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2. Jesus Is Our Bondage-Breaker

Luke 13:10-17

On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, '+ and a woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could
not straighten up at all. 1> When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, "Woman, you are set free from your infirmity." 1= Then he put his hands on her, and
immediately she straightened up and praised God.

Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue ruler said to the people, "There are six days for work. So come and be healed on those days, not on
the Sabbath." 15 The Lord answered him, "You hypocrites! Doesn't each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? 1 Then
should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?"

When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing.

1. A Crippling Condition

V She was captive
a woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit

V¥ She was crippled

She was bent over and could not straighten up at all.

V She was chronic
for eighteen years.

V¥ She was coming to church
On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, 11 and a woman was there

2. A Caring Christ

V Jesus was sermonizing in the synagogue
On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues,

V Jesus saw her and summoned her
When Jesus saw her, he called her forward

V Jesus spoke to her
"Woman, you are set free from your infirmity.”

3. A Comprehensive Cure

V Jesus put his hands on her
Then he put his hands on her,

V Jesus poured his healing into her
and immediately she straightened up

V Jesus poured hope and hallelujahs into her
and immediately she straightened up and praised God.

4. A Cruel Controversy

V The leader recited a ridiculous religious rule

Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue ruler said to the people, "There are six days for work. So come and be healed on those days,
not on the Sabbath.”

V The Lord rebuked that rotten religious ruler
The Lord answered him, "You hypocrites! Doesn't each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? 16 Then should

not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?"
A Jesus declared her spiritual status —— a daughter of Abraham
A Jesus described the satanic stronghold —— whom Satan has kept bound
A Jesus divulged his sympathy for her suffering —— bound for eighteen long years

V¥ The logical laity rejoiced Jesus Is Our Bondage-Breaker
When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, 1. The LORD sees every person who has come to church today.
but the people were delighted with all the wonderful 2. You can be bent over on the inside when you're straight up on the outside.
things he was doing. 3. If you're God's child, you should be free to straighten up and praise God.
4. Jesus is the great liberator and the great lifter — look to him today.




The Sabbath Law

Exodus 20:8 "Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it
you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates. 11 For in six days
the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it
holy.

Jeremiah 17:21 This is what the LORD says: Be careful not to carry a load on the Sabbath day or bring it through the gates of Jerusalem. 22 Do not bring a load out of your
houses or do any work on the Sabbath, but keep the Sabbath day holy, as | commanded your forefathers.

The Religious Legalism

Jewish scholars, in their attempts to ensure the sabbath law was not broken, defined thirty-nine types of work forbidden on the sabbath, which are recorded in the Mishnah:
"The main classes of work are forty save one: sowing, ploughing, reaping, binding sheaves, threshing, winnowing, cleansing crops, grinding, sifting, kneading, baking,
shearing wool, washing or beating or dyeing it, spinning, weaving, making two loops, weaving two threads, separating two threads, tying [a knot], loosening [a knot], sewing
two stitches, tearing in order to sew two stitches, hunting a gazelle, slaughtering or flaying or salting it or curing its skin, scraping it or cutting it up, writing two letters,
erasing in order to write two letters, building, pulling down, putting out a fire, lighting a fire, striking with a hammer and taking out aught from one domain to another. These
are the main classes of work: forty save one." (Tyndale: Tasker, R.V.G.)

The Synagogue Ruler in Luke 13:14

Luke 13:14 Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue ruler said to the people, "There are six days for work. So come and be healed on those
days, not on the Sabbath."

» The indignant criticism lodged by the synagogue ruler in Luke 13:14 was focused in two directions.

1. He was indignant toward Jesus who came to impart the healing.
2. He was indignant toward the woman (and others) who came to receive healing.

» The idea that healing constituted "work" in the mind of the synagogue ruler (and other religious Jews) is almost incredible. The work of
Jesus in this healing was merely to "put his hands on her," and the work of the woman was merely to come forward and then "straighten up."

» Such "indignation" could only have been the result of jealousy. Even Governor Pilate recognized that jealousy was at work in the rejection
of Jesus by the Jewish leadership. Consider Matthew 27:17-18.

Matthew 27:17 S0 when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, "Which one do you want me to release to you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?" 18 For he
knew it was out of envy that they had handed Jesus over to him.

» That religious-leadership jealousy continued into the life of the early church. Consider Acts 5:16-18.

Acts 5:16 Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those tormented by evil spirits, and all of them were healed. 17 Then the high
priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. 18 They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail.

» Such callous response to the needs of people for the sake of self-interested jealousy and legalism caused Jesus to be angry and deeply
distressed. Consider another Sabbath-synagogue healing in Mark 3:3-5.

Mark 3:3 Jesus said to the man with the shriveled hand, "Stand up in front of everyone." 4 Then Jesus asked them, "Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do
evil, to save life or to kill?" But they remained silent. 5 He looked around at them in anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, said to the man, "Stretch out
your hand." He stretched it out, and his hand was completely restored.

1. The devil is a deceiver and a designer of deceptive devices

Genesis 3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any
tree in the garden'?”

John 8:44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no
truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.

2 Corinthians 2:11 in order that Satan might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his schemes.
2. The devil is a destroyer and a devourer and a dominator
John 10:10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; | have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.
1 Peter 5:8 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.
2 Timothy 2:26 and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will.

3. The devil is a director and dispatcher of demons

Ephesians 6:12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

4. The devil is defeated and doomed to destruction
Genesis 3:15 And | will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”
1 John 3:8 The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work.

Acts 10:38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil,
because God was with him.

Mark 1:32 That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. 33 The whole town gathered at the door, 34 and Jesus healed many who
had various diseases. He also drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons speak because they knew who he was.

Romans 16:20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.

Revelation 20:10 And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented
day and night for ever and ever.

5. The devil and demons must be dealt with decisively

Luke 10:18 He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 | have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the
enemy; nothing will harm you. 20 However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”

Mark 16:17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up snakes with their
hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.”

Ephesians 6:10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. 12 For our
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything,
to stand.

James 4:7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
Ephesians 4:27 and do not give the devil a foothold.
1 John 4:4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.

Revelation 12:10 Then | heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the
accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down. 11 They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their
testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. 12 Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea,
because the devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short.

1 peter 5:8 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith,




