
1. Love Me lavishly 
	 ▼Jesus pursued Peter's love 

John 21:15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than 
these?" "Yes, Lord," he said, "you know that I love you." 

16 Again Jesus said, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me?" He answered, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you." 

17 The third time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" 

	 ▼Jesus pressed Peter's love 
John 21:15 Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these?" 

	 ▼Jesus provoked Peter's love 
John 21:17 Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, "Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, you know all things; you 
know that I love you." 

2. Serve Me sacrificially 
	 ▼We remember Peter's first calling 

Matthew 4:18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. 
They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers 
of men." 20 At once they left their nets and followed him. 

	 ▼We remember Peter's flashy confession 
Matthew 26:33 Peter replied, "Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will." 34 "I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "this 
very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times." 35 But Peter declared, "Even if I have to die with you, I 
will never disown you." And all the other disciples said the same. 

	 ▼We remember Peter's failed character 
Matthew 26:69 Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. "You also were with Jesus of Galilee," 
she said. 70 But he denied it before them all. "I don't know what you're talking about," he said. 71 Then he went out to the 
gateway, where another girl saw him and said to the people there, "This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth." 72 He denied it 
again, with an oath: "I don't know the man!" 73 After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, "Surely you 
are one of them, for your accent gives you away." 74 Then he began to call down curses on himself and he swore to them, "I 
don't know the man!" Immediately a rooster crowed. 75 Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: "Before the 
rooster crows, you will disown me three times." And he went outside and wept bitterly. 

	 ▼We rejoice in Peter's fresh commissioning 
John 21:15 Jesus said, "Feed my lambs." –––– 16 Jesus said, "Take care of my sheep." –––– 17 Jesus said, "Feed my sheep. 

3. Follow Me faithfully 
	 ▼Follow me despite the difficulties and distresses 

John 21:18 I tell you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old 
you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go." 19 Jesus said 
this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, "Follow me!" 

	 ▼Follow me despite the differing decisions of disciples 
John 21:20 Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the one who had leaned 
back against Jesus at the supper and had said, "Lord, who is going to betray you?") 21 When Peter saw him, he asked, "Lord, 
what about him?" 22 Jesus answered, "If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must follow me." 

	 ▼Follow me during these days of delay –– I will return for you! 
John 21:22 Jesus answered, "If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must follow me."

John 21:15-25 
15 When they had finished eating, 
Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon 
son of John, do you truly love me 
more than these?" "Yes, Lord," he 
said, "you know that I love you." 
Jesus said, "Feed my lambs." 

16 Again Jesus said, "Simon son of 
John, do you truly love me?" He 
answered, "Yes, Lord, you know 
that I love you." Jesus said, "Take 
care of my sheep." 

17 The third time he said to him, 
"Simon son of John, do you love 
me?" Peter was hurt because 
Jesus asked him the third time, "Do 
you love me?" He said, "Lord, you 
know all things; you know that I 
love you." Jesus said, "Feed my 
sheep. 18 I tell you the truth, when 
you were younger you dressed 
yourself and went where you 
wanted; but when you are old you 
will stretch out your hands, and 
someone else will dress you and 
lead you where you do not want to 
go." 19 Jesus said this to indicate 
the kind of death by which Peter 
would glorify God. Then he said to 
him, "Follow me!" 

20 Peter turned and saw that the 
disciple whom Jesus loved was 
following them. (This was the one 
who had leaned back against 
Jesus at the supper and had said, 
"Lord, who is going to betray you?")  
21 When Peter saw him, he asked, 
"Lord, what about him?" 22 Jesus 
answered, "If I want him to remain 
alive until I return, what is that to 
you? You must follow me." 23 
Because of this, the rumor spread 
among the brothers that this 
disciple would not die. But Jesus 
did not say that he would not die; 
he only said, "If I want him to 
remain alive until I return, what is 
that to you?" 

24 This is the disciple who testifies 
to these things and who wrote them 
down. We know that his testimony 
is true. 25 Jesus did many other 
things as well. If every one of them 
were written down, I suppose that 
even the whole world would not 
have room for the books that would 
be written. 

Follow Me!

1. What Jesus wants more than anything from us is our loyal, lavish love—so love the Lord with all your heart, with all your 
soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength! 

2. Jesus calls each of us to his ministry plans and purposes, and he qualifies us spiritually for that calling—so receive his 
calling and serve the Lord with passion and priority! 

3. Following Jesus wholeheartedly in this world often takes us through difficult trials, painful persecution, and spiritual warfare, 
but heaven is ahead for the faithful––so look above and look ahead and follow Jesus all the way!


