















Beware the sins of speaking 
James 3:2-12 
2 We all stumble in many ways. If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole body in check. 3 When we put bits into the mouths of 
horses to make them obey us, we can turn the whole animal. 4 Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a 
very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. 5 Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small 
spark. 6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell. 
7 All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea are being tamed and have been tamed by man, 8 but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly 
poison. 9 With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God’s likeness. 10 Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. 
My brothers, this should not be. 11 Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring? 12 My brothers, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither 
can a salt spring produce fresh water. 

 ▲The tongue is defiant and disobedient and disorderly 
James 3:2 We all stumble in many ways. If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his 
whole body in check. ––––– 7 All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea are being tamed and have 
been tamed by man, 8 but no man can tame the tongue. 

►The tongue is restless and rowdy and rambunctious 
►The tongue is rebellious and recalcitrant 

 ▲The tongue drives and dominates 
James 3:3 When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the whole animal. 4 Or take 
ships as an example. Although they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small 
rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. 5 Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. 
Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. 

►Illustration #1– horse handling 
►Illustration #2– sailing ships 
►Illustration #3– forest fires 

Proverbs 18:21 The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit. 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

Revelation 12:10 For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled 
down. 11 They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; 

 ▲The tongue is destructive and degrading 
James 3:6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the 
whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell. ––––– 8 It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 

►The tongue creates drama and disturbance 
►The tongue creates division and dissension 
►The tongue creates devastation and death 
►The tongue creates devil-designed destinies 

 ▲The tongue is duplicitous and deceptive 
James 3:9 With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God’s 
likeness. 10 Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be. 11 Can both fresh water 
and salt water flow from the same spring? 12 My brothers, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither 
can a salt spring produce fresh water. 

►The tongue produces both praise and profanity – but this should not be 
►The tongue produces both pleasantries and poisons – but this should not be 

Behold this sinful society 
▲So much filthy language 

Ephesians 5:4 Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

Colossians 3:8 But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 

▲So much fighting language 
2 Corinthians 12:20 For I am afraid that when I come I may not find you as I want you to be, and you may not find me as you want me to be. I fear that there may be quarreling, 
jealousy, outbursts of anger, factions, slander, gossip, arrogance and disorder. 

▲So much faithless language 
Ephesians 4:29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 

▲So much fraudulent language 
Ephesians 4:25 Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body.  
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

Colossians 3:9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the 
image of its Creator. 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

Proverbs 12:22 The LORD detests lying lips, but he delights in men who are truthful.

John the Apostle was slandered 
by one of his church leaders 

3 John 9 I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, 
who loves to be first, will have nothing to do with 
us. 10 So if I come, I will call attention to what he 
is doing, gossiping maliciously about us. Not 
satisfied with that, he refuses to welcome the 
brothers. He also stops those who want to do so 
and puts them out of the church. 

The Arrogant Diotrephes 
	 ▼He resented John’s authority 
	 	 9 Diotrephes, who loves to be first, 

	 ▼He refused John’s messengers 
	 	 10 he refuses to welcome the brothers. 

	 ▼He rejected John’s letter 
	 	 9 I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, 

	 ▼He ripped John’s character 
	 	 10 gossiping maliciously about us. 
	  
The Apostle John 
	 ▼John identifies Diotrephes 
	 	 9 Diotrephes, 

	 ▼John immortalizes Diotrephes 
	 	 3 John 9  

	 ▼John illegitimizes Diotrephes 
	 	 9 Diotrephes, who loves to be first, 

	 ▼John indicts Diotrephes 
	 	 10 gossiping maliciously about us. 

	 ▼John informs Diotrephes 
	 	 10 I will call attention to what he is doing,
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5. Scripture on Slander



Merriam-Webster Dictionary:  the utterance of false charges or misrepresentations which defame and damage another's reputation 
Cambridge Dictionary:  a false spoken statement about someone that damages their reputation, or the making of such a statement 
Collins Dictionary:  an untrue spoken statement about someone which is intended to damage their reputation 
Oxford Dictionary:  the action or crime of making a false statement damaging to a person's reputation 

	 1. Slander is intentionally or indiscriminately deceitful …a false statement… 
	 2. Slander is intentionally defamatory …intended to damage their reputation… 
	 3. Slander is intentionally disseminated …spoken… 
	 4. Slander is immeasurably destructive …damaging… 
	 5. Slander is inherently devilish 

Zechariah 3:1-2 Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right side to accuse him. The LORD said 
to Satan, "The LORD rebuke you, Satan! The LORD, who has chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you! Is not this man a burning stick snatched from the fire?" 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

John 8:44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there 
is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

Revelation 12:10 Then I heard a voice in heaven say: "Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the 
accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  

Scripture declares the criminality of slander 
1. Old Testament Law established the criminality of slander 

Exodus 20:16 You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

Leviticus 19:16 Do not go about spreading slander among your people. 

2. Old Testament Law established the consequences for slander 
Deuteronomy 19:16-21 If a malicious witness takes the stand to accuse a man of a crime, the two men involved in the dispute must stand in the presence of the LORD before 
the priests and the judges who are in office at the time. The judges must make a thorough investigation, and if the witness proves to be a liar, giving false testimony against 
his brother, then do to him as he intended to do to his brother. You must purge the evil from among you. The rest of the people will hear of this and be afraid, and never 
again will such an evil thing be done among you. Show no pity: life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot. 

3. New Testament Law echoes the criminality of slander 
Matthew 19:16-19 Now a man came up to Jesus and asked, "Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?" "Why do you ask me about what is good?" Jesus replied. 
"There is only One who is good. If you want to enter life, obey the commandments." "Which ones?" the man inquired. Jesus replied, "'Do not murder, do not commit 
adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your father and mother,' and 'love your neighbor as yourself.'" 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

1 Timothy 1:8-11 We know that the law is good if one uses it properly. We also know that law is made not for the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and 
sinful, the unholy and irreligious; for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers, for adulterers and perverts, for slave traders and liars and perjurers—and for 
whatever else is contrary to the sound doctrine that conforms to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which he entrusted to me. 

Scripture denounces the carnality of slander 
1. Slander comes from a depraved mind 

Romans 1:28-32 Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. 
They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, slanderers, God-
haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. Although they know 
God's righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them. 

2. Slander comes from dirty motives and a dirty mouth 
Matthew 15:16-20 "Are you still so dull?" Jesus asked them. "Don't you see that whatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach and then out of the body? But the things that 
come out of the mouth come from the heart, and these make a man 'unclean.' For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false 
testimony, slander. These are what make a man 'unclean'; but eating with unwashed hands does not make him 'unclean.'" 

Scripture demands the curtailing of slander 
2 Corinthians 12:20 For I am afraid that when I come I may not find you as I want you to be, and you may not find me as you want me to be. I fear that there may be quarreling, 
jealousy, outbursts of anger, factions, slander, gossip, arrogance and disorder. 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

Ephesians 4:31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

Colossians 3:5-10 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. Because of these, 
the wrath of God is coming. You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, 
slander, and filthy language from your lips. Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being 
renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.  
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

Titus 3:1-2 Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good, to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, 
and to show true humility toward all men. 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

James 4:11 Brothers, do not slander one another. 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

1 Peter 2:1 Therefore rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. 

Scripture declares the condemnation of the slanderer 
1. The slanderer forfeits his fellowship with the family 

1 Corinthians 5:9-11 I have written you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people—not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy 
and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this world. But now I am writing you that you must not associate with anyone who calls himself a brother 
but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do not even eat. 

2. The slanderer forfeits his fortune from the Father 
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male 
prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And that is what some of you 
were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

3. The slanderer forfeits his future with the Father and the family 
Revelation 21:6-8 He said to me: "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of 
the water of life. He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son. But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually 
immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death." 

Scripture directs the conversations of the saints 
Ephesians 4:29-32 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those 
who listen. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, 
along with every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 1. Eliminate the harmful talk – and the harmful listening 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2. Elevate the helpful talk – and the helpful listening

Slander


