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really?

1 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus' body. 2 Very early on the first
day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb 3 and they asked each other, "Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?" 4 But when
they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the
right side, and they were alarmed. 6 "Don't be alarmed," he said. "You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here.

Matthew 28 — Mark 16 — Luke 24 — John 20-21 — Acts 1

1. Examine the facts
V Empty tomb

Luke 24:1 On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away
from the tomb, 3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.

V Eyewitness testimony

Mark 16:9 When Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had driven seven demons. John 20:18 Mary
Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: "l have seen the Lord!" And she told them that he had said these things to her. 19 On the evening of that first day of the
week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" 20 After he said
this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas
was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" 27 Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see
my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe."

Acts 1:1 In my former book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the
Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them
over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.

1 Corinthians 15:3 For what | received | passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the
brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last of all he
appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.

Acts 4:31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 32 All the
believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles
continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all.

V Enduring texts

John 20:29 Then Jesus told Thomas, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."

VY Emphatic truth

1 Corinthians 15:19 I only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men. 20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of
those who have fallen asleep.

2. Eliminate the fiction

V Jesus is not dead
Luke 24:5 "Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen!

V Jesus is not done
Revelation 1:8 "l am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty."

3. Embrace the faith

V¥ We must recognize Jesus proactively
Romans 10:9 If you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

V We must receive Jesus personally
John 1:12 to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—

4. Enjoy the future

V Live forgiven

1 Corinthians 15:3 For what | received | passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,

V¥ Live forward
Romans 6:4 Just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.

V Live fearlessly

Revelation 1:17 Then he placed his right hand on me and said: "Do not be afraid. | am the First and the Last. 18 | am the Living One; | was dead, and behold | am alive for
ever and ever! And | hold the keys of death and Hades.

V Live forever
John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.



