
Acts 19:1-20 
1 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul 
took the road through the interior and 
arrived at Ephesus. There he found 
some disciples 2 and asked them, "Did 
you receive the Holy Spirit when you 
believed?" They answered, "No, we 
have not even heard that there is a 
Holy Spirit." 3 So Paul asked, "Then 
what baptism did you receive?" 
"John's baptism," they replied. 4 Paul 
said, "John's baptism was a baptism of 
repentance. He told the people to 
believe in the one coming after him, 
that is, in Jesus." 5 On hearing this, 
they were baptized into the name of 
the Lord Jesus. 6 When Paul placed 
his hands on them, the Holy Spirit 
came on them, and they spoke in 
tongues and prophesied. 7 There were 
about twelve men in all. 

8 Paul entered the synagogue and 
spoke boldly there for three months, 
arguing persuasively about the 
kingdom of God. 9 But some of them 
became obstinate; they refused to 
believe and publicly maligned the Way. 
So Paul left them. He took the 
disciples with him and had discussions 
daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. 10 
This went on for two years, so that all 
the Jews and Greeks who lived in the 
province of Asia heard the word of the 
Lord. 11 God did extraordinary 
miracles through Paul, 12 so that even 
handkerchiefs and aprons that had 
touched him were taken to the sick, 
and their illnesses were cured and the 
evil spirits left them. 

13 Some Jews who went around 
driving out evil spirits tried to invoke 
the name of the Lord Jesus over those 
who were demon-possessed. They 
would say, "In the name of Jesus, 
whom Paul preaches, I command you 
to come out." 14 Seven sons of Sceva, 
a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. 
15 One day the evil spirit answered 
them, "Jesus I know, and I know about 
Paul, but who are you?" 16 Then the 
man who had the evil spirit jumped on 
them and overpowered them all. He 
gave them such a beating that they 
ran out of the house naked and 
bleeding. 17 When this became known 
to the Jews and Greeks living in 
Ephesus, they were all seized with 
fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus 
was held in high honor. 18 Many of 
those who believed now came and 
openly confessed their evil deeds. 19 A 
number who had practiced sorcery 
brought their scrolls together and 
burned them publicly. When they 
calculated the value of the scrolls, the 
total came to fifty thousand drachmas. 
20 In this way the word of the Lord 
spread widely and grew in power.

Dozen disciples 
  The interview 

Acts 19:1 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some 
disciples 2 and asked them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" They answered, "No, we have not even heard 
that there is a Holy Spirit." 3 So Paul asked, "Then what baptism did you receive?" "John's baptism," they replied. 

  The indoctrination 
Acts 19:4 Paul said, "John's baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, 
in Jesus." 5 On hearing this, they were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. 

  The infilling 
Acts 19:6 When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. 7 There 
were about twelve men in all. 

Daily discipling 
  Synagogue services 

Acts 19:8 Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively about the kingdom of God. 9 
But some of them became obstinate; they refused to believe and publicly maligned the Way. So Paul left them. 

  Daily discussions 
Acts 19:9 He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. 

  Evangelistic expansion 
Acts 19:10 This went on for two years, so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord. 

Dramatic demonstrations 
  Supernatural confirmations 

Acts 19:11 God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him were taken 
to the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits left them. 

  Spiritual counterfeits 
Acts 19:13 Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits tried to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who were 
demon-possessed. They would say, "In the name of Jesus, whom Paul preaches, I command you to come out." 14 Seven sons of 
Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. 15 One day the evil spirit answered them, "Jesus I know, and I know about Paul, but 
who are you?" 16 Then the man who had the evil spirit jumped on them and overpowered them all. He gave them such a beating 
that they ran out of the house naked and bleeding. 

  Sins confessed 
Acts 19:17 When this became known to the Jews and Greeks living in Ephesus, they were all seized with fear, and the name of the 
Lord Jesus was held in high honor. 18 Many of those who believed now came and openly confessed their evil deeds. 19 A number 
who had practiced sorcery brought their scrolls together and burned them publicly. When they calculated the value of the scrolls, 
the total came to fifty thousand drachmas. 

  Spiritual conflict and combat 
Acts 19:23 About that time there arose a great disturbance about the Way. ––––– 29 Soon the whole city was in an uproar. 
1 Corinthians 15:32 I fought wild beasts in Ephesus 
2 Corinthians 1:8 We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about the hardships we suffered in the province of Asia. We were 
under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired even of life. 9 Indeed, in our hearts we felt the 
sentence of death. But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead. 10 He has delivered 
us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us, 11 as you help 
us by your prayers. Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the gracious favor granted us in answer to the prayers of many. 

Dynamic distribution 
Acts 19:20 In this way the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power. 

1. For moving forward and upward in the Kingdom of God, we need both information and inspiration. 
2. When the Holy Spirit works, what starts small can explode into something major and mighty. 
3. Spiritual opportunity will always be met with spiritual opposition, but our God is with us and in us. 
4. When we view seasons in retrospect, we recognize the faithfulness of God even amidst difficulty.

Did you Receive the Holy Spirit?
►Jesus ascended to heaven and instructed the disciples to wait for the gift of the Holy Spirit –––– Acts 1 
►The believers were filled with the Holy Spirit and the church was launched in divine power –––– Acts 2 
►A great miracle provided the opportunity for Peter to preach Jesus to the crowd at Jerusalem –––– Acts 3 
►Great persecution arose and continued, but the Church continued to thrive and grow –––– Acts 4/5/6/7 
►The Church expanded beyond Jerusalem and throughout the nation of Israel –––– Acts 8/9/10/11/12 
►The Apostle Paul launched missionary teams out to the nations of the world –––– Acts 13/14/15/16/17/18


