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Hebrews
5:11-6:12
511 We have much to say
about this, but it is hard to
explain because you are
slow to learn. 12 In fact,
though by this time you
ought to be teachers, you
need someone to teach you
the elementary truths of
God's word all over again.
You need milk, not solid food!
13 Anyone who lives on milk,
being still an infant, is not
acquainted with the teaching
about righteousness. 14 But
solid food is for the mature,
who by constant use have
trained themselves to

distinguish good from evil.

6:1 Therefore let us leave the
elementary teachings about
Christ and go on to maturity,
not laying again the
foundation of repentance
from acts that lead to death,
and of faith in God, 2
instruction about baptisms,
the laying on of hands, the
resurrection of the dead, and
eternal judgment.

3 And God permitting, we will
do so.

4 It is impossible for those
who have once been
enlightened, who have tasted
the heavenly gift, who have
shared in the Holy Spirit, 5
who have tasted the
goodness of the word of God
and the powers of the
coming age, 6 if they fall
away, to be brought back to
repentance, because to their
loss they are crucifying the
Son of God all over again
and subjecting him to public
disgrace.

7 Land that drinks in the rain
often falling on it and that
produces a crop useful to
those for whom it is farmed
receives the blessing of God.
8 But land that produces
thorns and thistles is
worthless and is in danger of
being cursed. In the end it
will be burned.

9 Even though we speak like
this, dear friends, we are
confident of better things in
your case—things that
accompany salvation. 10 God
is not unjust; he will not
forget your work and the love
you have shown him as you
have helped his people and
continue to help them. 11 We
want each of you to show
this same diligence to the
very end, in order to make
your hope sure. 12 We do not
want you to become lazy, but
to imitate those who through
faith and patience inherit
what has been promised.

STUDIES IN THE LETTER TO THE HEBREWS

AV X,
== iove to Maturity
Babyish Christians

A Many Christians are immature and weak

—Slow minds
5:11 We have much to say about this, but it is hard to explain because you are slow to learn.

—Spiritual milk
5:12 You need milk, not solid food!

—Substandard maturity
5:13 Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness.

—Stunted ministry
5:12 In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again.

A Mature Christians are instructed and wise

—Dieting on the Word
5:14 But solid food is for the mature,

—Disciplined in the Word
5:14 who by constant use have trained themselves

—Discerning with the Word
5:14 to distinguish good from evil.

Basic Bible Christianity

A Bible Christians are informed
6:1 not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God, 2 instruction about baptisms, the laying
on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.

A Bible Christians are increasing
6:1 Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity, — 3 And God permitting, we will do so.

Backsliding Christians

A Be warned about falling from the faith

—The instance of these backsliders
6:4 It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5
who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age, 6 if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance,
because to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace.

—The intimacy of these backsliders
6:4 those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 who have tasted the
goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age,

—The intensity of the insult by these backsliders
6:6 they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace.

—The impossibility for these backsliders
6:4 It is impossible — 6 if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance,

—The injury to these backsliders
6:6 because to their loss

A Be warned about the fruitfulness or fruitlessness of a field

—Fruitful fields are blessed
6:7 Land that drinks in the rain often falling on it and that produces a crop useful to those for whom it is farmed receives the blessing of God.

—Fruitless fields are burned
6:8 But land that produces thorns and thistles is worthless and is in danger of being cursed. In the end it will be burned.

Better Christians

A Good deeds accompany salvation

—Christian benevolence
6:9 Even though we speak like this, dear friends, we are confident of better things in your case—things that accompany salvation.

—Consequential blessings
6:10 God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them.

A Great diligence assures salvation

—Imitate the productive and the patient
6:11 We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end, in order to make your hope sure. 12 We do not want you to become
lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been promised.

—Inherit the promises
6:12 inherit what has been promised.



Dangerous Spiritual Conditions

Luke 9:57-62 —Jesus speaks about starting to follow him and then turning back

As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, "l will follow you wherever you go." Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of
Man has no place to lay his head." He said to another man, "Follow me." But the man replied, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father." Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury
their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God." Still another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good-by to my family." Jesus replied,
"No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God."

John 15:1-8 —Jesus speaks about unfruitful branches

" am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even
more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word | have spoken to you. Remain in me, and | will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the
vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. "l am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and | in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you
can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you
remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my
disciples."

Galatians 5:1-4 —Paul writes about those who have stopped trusting in the grace of Christ

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let
yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all. Again | declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law. You
who are trying to be justified by law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace.

2 Timothy 4:9-10 —Paul writes about a ministry partner who has deserted him
Do your best to come to me quickly, for Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica.

Hebrews 6:4-8 —Hebrews warns about falling away from the faith

It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tasted the goodness of the word
of God and the powers of the coming age, if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and
subjecting him to public disgrace. Land that drinks in the rain often falling on it and that produces a crop useful to those for whom it is farmed receives the blessing of God.
But land that produces thorns and thistles is worthless and is in danger of being cursed. In the end it will be burned.

Hebrews 10:26-31 —Hebrews warns about deliberately continuing to sin after being enlightened

If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire
that will consume the enemies of God. Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. How much more severely do
you think a man deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and
who has insulted the Spirit of grace? For we know him who said, "It is mine to avenge; | will repay," and again, "The Lord will judge his people." It is a dreadful thing to fall into
the hands of the living God.

James 5:19-20 —James encourages bringing a wanderer back into truth

My brothers, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring him back, remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will save him
from death and cover over a multitude of sins.

2 Peter 2:17-22 —Peter warns about backslidden leaders

These men are springs without water and mists driven by a storm. Blackest darkness is reserved for them. For they mouth empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the
lustful desires of sinful human nature, they entice people who are just escaping from those who live in error. They promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves of
depravity—for a man is a slave to whatever has mastered him. If they have escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are again
entangled in it and overcome, they are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning. It would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness,
than to have known it and then to turn their backs on the sacred command that was passed on to them. Of them the proverbs are true: "A dog returns to its vomit," and, "A
sow that is washed goes back to her wallowing in the mud."

1 John 5:16-17 —John speaks about sins committed by a believer which lead to death

If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that does not lead to death, he should pray and God will give him life. | refer to those whose sin does not lead to death. There is a sin
that leads to death. | am not saying that he should pray about that. All wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin that does not lead to death.

Revelation 2:4-5 —Jesus rebukes the Church at Ephesus

Yet | hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love. Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, |
will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place.

Revelation 2:14-16 —Jesus rebukes the Church at Pergamum

Nevertheless, | have a few things against you: You have people there who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin by eating food
sacrificed to idols and by committing sexual immorality. Likewise you also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. Repent therefore! Otherwise, | will soon
come to you and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.

Revelation 2:20-23 —Jesus rebukes the Church at Thyatira

Nevertheless, | have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and
the eating of food sacrificed to idols. | have given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling. So | will cast her on a bed of suffering, and | will make those who
commit adultery with her suffer intensely, unless they repent of her ways. | will strike her children dead. Then all the churches will know that | am he who searches hearts and
minds, and | will repay each of you according to your deeds.

Revelation 3:1-3 —Jesus rebukes the Church at Sardis

To the angel of the church in Sardis write: These are the words of him who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. | know your deeds; you have a reputation of
being alive, but you are dead. Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to die, for | have not found your deeds complete in the sight of my God. Remember, therefore,
what you have received and heard; obey it, and repent. But if you do not wake up, | will come like a thief, and you will not know at what time | will come to you.

Revelation 3:15-19 —Jesus rebukes the Church at Laodicea

| know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. | wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out
of my mouth. You say, 'l am rich; | have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. | counsel you to
buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you
can see. Those whom | love | rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent.



